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"I have been reluctant to comment on this subject before now because                I was adamant about focusing my attention on our nation's true priorities                and fulfilling my legislative responsibilities as a member of Congress.              

"The President's actions were clearly wrong. However, we must move                forward for the sake of the country. The Independent Counsel will                finish his investigation. Everyone wants it to conclude quickly,                but Starr will likely take as long as necessary to be credible.                Then, we can make an informed decision on how to proceed.              

"We, in Congress, have been struggling with health care reform                and patients' rights, Republican education cuts, and campaign finance                reform. We have some serious domestic challenges that need our attention.                Combine that with the fact that the international community perceives                our national leadership as distracted, and you realize the problems                we could have if we all remain consumed with the President's personal                life.              

"We must address the most important questions of the day, ŠShould                we back down on Iraq arms inspections? Can we prevent another Embassy                bombing? What can the US do to alleviate ethnic slaughter in Kosova?'              

"This presidential affair should not prevent the President, Congress,                Cabinet Members, the media, and the general public from doing their                regular jobs.              

"Ken Starr still has a job to do, he should do it. The President                has a job to do, we must let him focus on it. Congress has a job                to do, we should buckle down and get on with it."             
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